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Facts at a glance

Jodie Foster was stalked for years 
by John Warnock Hinckley, Jr. 
After repeated viewing of the fi lm 
“Taxi Driver,” Hinckley became 
obsessed with Foster, who por-
trayed a child prostitute in the fi lm. 
When Foster went to Yale, Hinck-
ley moved to New Haven to be 
closer to her. After failing to form 
a relationship with her, though he 
called her numerous times and 
sent her messages, he decided 
to either hi-jack a plane or commit 
suicide in front of her to gain her 
attention. In the end, Hinckley at-
tempted to assassinate President 
Ronald Reagan in 1981, mimick-
ing the plot of “Taxi Driver,” to get 
Foster’s attention.


